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OWEVER difagreeable the Obſervation may be, 

Ifear it is too true, that the Earth ſeems in a Man- 
= 4 ner diſſolved both in Religions and Relations; 
and no.Wonder, ſeeing that the Inhabitants thereof have 


_ Uefiled it by tranſgrefling the Laws, changing the Ordi- 
nances, and breaking the everlaſting Covenant. The 


Truths of God ate the Pillars of the World, whereon 
States and Churches may ſtand firm and quiet, if they 
will; but if they will not, God Almighty can eaſihy ſhake 
them off into Deluſions and Diſtractions. We are di- 
refed by a recent Proclamation to keep a folemn Faſt, 'z 


Day of Humiliation, and go to Church on Fridiy the 


Thirteenth of December Inſtant, in order to deprecate 
Heaven againſt our brave and virtuous Brethren in North. 
America, who have been drove by multiform Acts of De- 
ceit, Oppreſſion, Injuftice, Violerice, Deſpotiſm, and 


Tyranny, to take up Arms in Defence of their Liyes 
Laws, | | 


aws, Liberties and Properties! A quite different Turn 
is given to the Motives of this unhappy Warfare by 
wicked and deſigning Men, who want to make us believe, 


that the Americans aimed at nothing ſhort of Independency 
from the firſt Beginning of the Diſpute 3 the C ontrary of 


which, however, appears to be true, from the ſtrongeſt 
Evidence. In their Petition to the King they- obſerve, - 


That At or Congo of the laſt War, his Majeſty's 
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6 - * the Bleſſings of Peace — That whilſt thoſe honourable 

e Acknowledgments of their Merits remained on Record 
& jn the Journals and Acts of that auguſt Legiſlature, the 
Parliament, undefaced by the Imputation, or even Suf- 

« picion of any. Offence, they were alarmed by a new 
« Syſtem of Statutes and Regulations, adopted for the 

_ < Regulation of the Colonies.” (a)—** We ſhall decline 

(ay they) the ungrateful Taſk of deſcribing the irkſome 
« Variety of Artifices practiſed by many of your Majeſty's 

e Miniſters, the delufive Pietenees, fruitleſs Terrors, 
% and unavailing Severitics which have from Time to Time 
e been dealt out by them in their Attempts to execute 

their impolitiek Plan (injurious to the Commerce and 

Proſperity of Great Britain] ot of tracing, en 8 

«© Series of Years paſt, the Progreſs of the unhappy Dif- 
bi ferences between Great. Britain and the Colonies, which 

be have Fn from. that fatal Source.“ ( Your Maje- 

0 ſty's - Miniſters perſevering in their Meaſures, and 15 55 
* ceeding to open Hoſtilities for enforeing them, have 
** Sompelled us to arm in our Defence, & c. 4 Could ; 
e we (continue they) repreſent in their full Force, the 
4 gentiments which agitate the Minds of us Jo ir duti- 

ful Subjects, we are perſuaded your Majeſt 


W 
8 


y, would 
a aſeribe any ſeening Deviation from Reverence in our 
KF; Aer, and even ir our Conduct, not to any re- 
e prehenſible Intention, but to the Impoſhbility of re- 

„ coneiliating the uſual; Appearances of Reſpect, with a 
, juſt Attention to our Prefervation, againſt thoſe artful 
4% and cruel Enemies, who abufe- your royal Confidence 
„ and Authority for tie Purpoſe of effecting our Deſtruc- 
„ tion.“ Attached to your Majeſty's Perſon, Family, 

e and Government, with all ihe Devodon that Principle 

and Affection can inſpire, connected with Great Britain 


5 * : 4 $7 "Y : F 
1 1 3 2. X 5 $3 2. ; : e FRE - 2 8 0 1. 4 
> W 1 5 of S$& #9, » = JJ FULMINEL £7 Te "3, | 
f — a 
# # 7 2 oY 4 * 8 — 
v * 
: N FL 4 * 


: * 


— 


40 weaken them, W ſolemn] allure 2 


4 by the &rongeſt Ties that ak unite Societies, and de- 
« ploring every Event that tends in any . to 


| ajeſty, x 

«© that we not only. moſt ,ardently,defire the former 
<c Harmony between her and theſe Colonies may be re- 
« fored, but that a Concord may be eltabliſned between 


them upon ſo rm a Baſis, as to perpetuate its Bleſſings, 


40 uninterrnpted by any future Difſentions, to ſucceeding 

N en in both Countries; and to tranſmit your 
* Majeſty's Name to- Poſterity, adorned with that fignal 
| 2 5 latting Glory which has adorned the Memory of 
t thoſe illuftrious Perſons whoſe Virtues and Abilities 


e have extricated States from dangerous Convulfions, and 


<6 by. ſecuring Happineſs, to others, have erected the moſt 
de noble and durable Monuments to their. own Fame.“ 


| 5 We beg Leave further to aſſure your Majeſty, that not- 
e the Sufferings of your loyal Coloniſts, 


* 


6 wh) would be plcafed' to direct ſome Mods, by which 


© Throne, 8 N con 


< during the Courſe of the, preſent Controverſy, our 
* Breaſts retain too tender a Regard for the Kingdom 
% from which we derive our. Origin, to requeſt ſuch a 
. Reconciliation as might in any Manner be inconſiſtent 


with her Dignity, or her Welfare. Theſe, related as. 


es we are ther, Honour, and Duty, as well as Inclina- 
ce tion, , induce us to ſupport, and advance; and dhe Ap- 
e preheniions that now oppreſs our Hearts with un [peak- 
< able Grief, -being once removed, your Majeſty will find 
< your faithful Subjects on this Continent, ready and 
< willing, at all Times, as they ever 4 been, witk 
ce their Lives and Fortunes, do aſſert and maintain the 
1 Rights and Liberties of Your ; Majeſty, and of our Mo- A 
** ther Country.“ They concluded, with beſeeching his 
2. That his royal Authority and Influence might 
< be.gracioully- interpoſed to procure them Relief, and 
of -ſettle Peace through every Part of his Dominionss 
e ſubmitting wich all Humility to his Majeſty's wise 


- 66 Conſideration, whether it might not be expedient for > 


166 facilitating thoſe important Purpoſes that his Majef 
IK 
4 united Applications of | his. faithful TColonitts' ro. the 


en Councils, 4 
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A be improyed ole x happy and permanent Reconcilia- 
<<. tion,” This dutiful Petition was delivered to the 
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Earl of Dartmouth, on the iſt of September, 1775, by 
Richard Penn, and Arthur Lee, Eſors. but to which his 
Lordſhip (who was then Secretary of State for the Colo · 
nies) ſaid, -** No Anſwer would be given,” Some of the 
_ cruel Enemies, whom the above recited Petition complains. 
of, either never delivered ſaid Petition. to the King, ar 
elſe warped his Majeſty's Royal Clemency ſo far from the 
unfortunate Petitioners as to give no Anſwer to it. In 
Conlequence of which a bloody War is now commenced 
againſt our Fellow Subjects in Norib- America, who have 
| .yaliantly united ta defend themſelves againſt lawlefs 
[ | Power; ( and drove, as it were by abſolute Neceſſity, have 5 
5 declared for Independency, as the moſt probable Means 
1 of obtaining Affiſtance from foreign States; Thouſands of 
Lives are to be ſacrificed, Millions of Money ſquandered 
7 away, or. made Ducks and Drakes of, and in the Proſe- 
- _  " cuting of this cruel War, we are now to apply to Heaven 
Tor Aﬀiſtance! We are told, my Fellow Countrymen, 
and I fear the Bruit is too well, founded, that beſides his 
5 Majeſty's 'oftenfible Miniſters, who: have had a Hand in 
this Hurly-Burly, there are a Set of inviſible Managers 
in the Cabinet, ycleped . The Junto,” ir Imitation 
of thoſe who were called“ The Cabal, in the Reign of 
King Charles the Second, from their cloſe Junction, r 
the ſtrict Union amongſt them, but not worthy of Com- 
pariſon in Reſpect to the Talents of King Charies's Mini- 
ters; for the Duke of Buckingham was very capable of be- 
ing a Miniſter of State, had not his Mind, which was ex- 


The following are amongſt the Grievances they complained 
off, viz. The taking, giving and granting their Money without 
their dn ed for extending the Juriſdiftion of 
the Courts of Admiralty beyond their ancient Limits; for de- 

_ -piving them of the accuſtomed and ineſtimable Privilege of 
Prial by Jury in Caſes affecting both Life and Property; for | 
Juſpending the Legiſlature, interdicting of Commerce; altering . 

Tandamentally the Form of Government eſtabliſhed by Char- 
der; for exempting the Murderers of Coloniſts from legal 
"Trial, and in Effect fom Puniſhment, r. && 19 
3 . „ cellentix, 
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: ty endowed; hots too much drawn away by Plez. 
"ſure; the Duke of Lauderdale, a Scot, was a refinet 
Politician ; the Lord Treaſurer Chford, wanted nothing 
but a Stage, on which ſound Reaſon and Virtue had been 
more in Uſe than they were in his native Country; the 
Earl of Arlington, Per is of State, had the leaſt Ge- 
nius of the five; but his Ex xperience made amends, and 
had gained him great ne 0 1. ae Affairs; An- 
thony © Aſhley rr pay Earl of Sho ury, and Lord Chaus 
ceellor, was the fitteſt of them all = manage any great 
Undertaking ; a mighty Genius, clear ſighted, bold, and 
full of  Intrigue.—It would be doing the Members 


of the Junto too much Honour to liken them unto the 


abovementioned able Stateſmen in any Thing but their 
flagitious Conjunction and uneonſtitutional Deſigns. L{hall 
| es lump them together, as a ſet of ignorant, un- 
D rapacious Beings, who have joined Hand in 
and to mir both the King and the Kingdom. His Ma- 
jeſty, 18 their weak, blundering and ſelfiſh Mea- 
fares, is in Fact brought into a more dangerous Dilemma 
than any _ of England, beloved by his Suhjects, ever 
was at any ime heretofore! This Junto, not content 
with bringing the King and the Nation into the vileſt 
Contempt with all earthly Powers, have done their utmoſt, 
dy adviſing this Proclamation for a general Faſt, to make 
both his Maj ajeſty and innocent Subjects mock the Omnipo- 
tent, thereby to draw down the Vengeance of Heaven upon 
our devoted Country: but, Be ye not Mockers, my 
Brethren, feſt your Bands be made ſtrong,” Ia. xxx viii. 


i ; 22. To theſe Sons of Bolial, who: thrive by Rapine, Who err 


in Viſion, and ſtumble in Judgment, one may aptly apply | 
the following Words of the — Prophet Iſaiab, in the be- 
fore mentioned Chapter: Hear the Word of the Lord 
& ye ſeornful Men; ne ye have ſaid, we haue made 

<6 Covenant with Death, and with Hell are We at 
Agreement: When the overflowing Scourge ſhall paſs. 
* through, it ſhall not come unto us; for we have maile 
Lies our Refuge, and under Falſehood have we hid gut- 
<« ſelves: I herefore, thus ſaith. the Lord. God, - &c. 
hos + Your adn wien Death "all. be difannulied, and 


— 
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our rar Hell chall not ſtand 3 when ne 
t overflowing Sour ge ſhall paſs rng. then. ſhall e he 
uren own ' by it, For my own Part, when I firſt 
heard of the aboueſaid Prackmation;: IJ could ſoaroe believe 
my Ears, nor my Eyes, when 1 ſaw and read it ! Surely, 
- aid I, the Ad verſafyſe) muſt be at the Bottom of this, AS 
he knows that religious Mutations make Room for irreli- 
| gious Opinions, and, aivil Commotions for uncivil Prac- 
_ ices; In this I was ſtill further confirmed, when I con- 
Lidered'thar*the ſame ævil one (Who was a Lyar From the 
Beginning) loves to fiſh in troubled Waters, and never 
deſires better Sport than to ſee light. Heads handle their 
__ Heels, and fetch their Careers when the Raof both of 
ü Ohurch and State lay open and ex poſed to the moſt emi · 
if nent Danger. On a cloſer inveſtigation of this, extraor- 
e inary Edict, it appeared plain to Demonſtration, to be a 
pip of the old Block. The late Act for Inſtance, Which 
| jp: rel the Romam Catholic Religion in Canada, was ano - 
tther of Satan's Manceuvres. If he bad his free Option, he 
would aſk nothing elſe but Liberty to enfranchiſe all other 
Religions, and to em bondage the true; nor ſhould he need: i 
Phe diſguiſing of | ſacred Truths, laxe Tollerations upon 
State Pretenses, and planting. Neceſſiſies are his moſt ſubtle 
Stratagems to ſupplant the Peace of the Church. He who 
3 nat ito tuletate any unſound Opinions, that his 
own (be they ever fo:>found ): may elo be tolerated, will for 7 
a Med, hang God's Bible at the Devil's Girdle] But, 
my Brethren, there is no Rule given by God for any State 
to give an Affirmative -Tol-ration to any falſe Religion or 
Opinion vhatſoever; they! may connive in ſome Caſes, 
bo not boncede in any. Tolerations in Things tole- 
rable (ex quiſttively drawn aut by the Lines of Scripture, 
and Pencil of the Spirit) ate the: ſacred Favours of I ow - 
the due Latitudes of Love, the fair Compartments of 
Chriſtian Fraternity: But irregular Diſpenſations dealt 
ſorth by che Facilities af Men, are the Frontiers of Error, 
the Redoubts of Schiſm, the-peritous Irritations of carnal 
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34 454 *3 ne * FEY > * 
3 hte - Teile ae 8 IC Vale) Form, 27 CHEERS 900 IE * 2 
5 * en 125 to 


33 — —̃ͤ — . OOO k a * 1 
- Rr OP rn a N 0 . , 
82 . 3 2 88 * * 0 . nnn; . ; n . . 
. 
N | i 
4 
. : 


3 


to contend earneſtly for the Truth; to preſerve Unity of 
Spirit, Faith and Ordinances; to be all like mindad f 
one Accord; every Man to take his Erother under his 
Chriſtian Protection and Care, and to ſtand fall withont 
Spitit, with one Mind, ſtriving togetherfor the Faith f 
the Goſpel, and by no Means 9} Mereſies, of r-. 
roneous Opinions. A greater Indignity cannot be offered 
to the A- juſt Creator of the Univerſe, than to erect Un- 
truths againſt his Fruth, or by ſophiſticating his Fruths 
_ with humane Medleys. The removing of foine-Tota in 
Seripture, may draw out all che Life, and traverſe all the 
FTruch of the whole Bible; but to authorize an Untruth 
is to build a Sconce againſt Heaven. It was /prognoffi 
_ cated of old, that if England ſhould at any: Fime, either 
wittingly tolerate, - or weakly connire at ſuch Courſes, 
the Church of that Kingdom would become the Devil's 
Dancing School, inſtead of God's. Temple; the civil 
Stare a Bear-Garden; and that Rapine, Murder and Ty- 
ranny would ſet up their Standards in it! Ho ate we 
approaching to Deſtruction] how are we fallen and de- 
generated! Grievouſly may we ex pect to be-puniſhed for 
Merwing from the eternal Fruths of God, but mote eſpe- 
clfally for calling on his divine Goodneſs (as we are nom 
directed) as well to bear Witneſs to our: Apoſtacy, as 
to ſancłkify our unexpiated murderous Deeds, and rank In- 
jauſtiee, committed againſt our innocent fellow Subjects 


in North America! The Power of Religion and Ordi- 


nances lies in their Purity; their Purity in their Simpli- 
city—Let us then beware of all pernicious Mixtures, and 
eſchew the Compounders of them as the moſt dangerous 
Peſts to Society. I will add, that whoever have been 
open Actors or ſecret Abettors of theſe Meaſures, it will 
be their Wiſdom, to proportion their Repentance to the 
Heinouſneſs and Magnitude of their Sin, before God 
makes them public Monuments of Ignominy ; for, He 
that ſitteth in the Heavens laughs. at them; the moſt 
* High hath them in Derifion, and their Folly ſhall be 
© manifeſted unto all Men.” Yea, notwithſtanding the 
high Prieſt (of the Law) with his Remitteres, or Diſ- 
penſations in the judicial Capacity, and his © D-crevit 
. . . 7" "0 Beit”, 
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Pate Bills” —_—— * Tar 1 alta, in the Senatorial, 8 
5 them' otherwiſe, and elap them on the Back, with fo 
on Gentlemen, never fear, you have unkennelled or turn- 


ed the Devil out of Doors! But hiſt, hiſt, Sir Gravity, 


—— Word with you, the Buſineſs is not compleatly done, 
till you throw ine a Parell after him, out at the Win- 
dow, teſt he ſhould make an Errand to come back for it 


again; which Viſit, peradventure, might be as unwel- 


Tome to your L——p' in particular, as that of his 


D. hip to Dr. Fauftus, or the Jovial Carpenter, who 


Had both fold themſelves, as the Story goes, for a valuable _ 


Oonſideration. The latter, indeed, is ſaid to have llipped 


© "through the old Gentleman's Fingers, by the Help. of 
holy Water; but that poſſibly may not ſerve your Lord- 
- Ship's Turn. — Truth is the Parent cf Liberty, whether 
political or perſonal; ſo much Untruth, fo . Thral- 
dom, John viii. 32. The Scripture ſaith, there is no- 


thing makes free but Truth: I am ſure Satan makes it 
his chief Buſineſs to adulterate Truth; Falſchood is his 


-Scepter, whereby he firſt ruffled, and hath ever ſince 
endeavoured to ruin the World. Oris would have 
bis Church without 8 or Spot, and his Ser- 


vants without Hypocriſy: that help make it and 


- -them- ſo, ſhall loſe un gs onour nor Labour. If 


-ye be. wiſe, ſuffer no more Thorns in his Sides, or 


+ your own. When God kindles ſuch: Fires as theſe, 


-he doth not uſually quench them till the very 3 


on the Pot Sides be clean boiled away, Exel. xxiv. | 


be Arm of the Lord is mighty, very heavy; who can 
:abide his devouring Fire, and long laſting Burnings ?—I - 


have Cauſe enough to be as. charitable to others as any 
Men living; yet I cannot but fear, that the E—s Ms 
in religious atters, never moored their Anchors well in 


the Soil of Heaven; and in Politicks I am ſure, are gone 
. -far from firm Land, from all ſolid Principles of Govern- 
ment, riding adrift, hither and thither, as every Wave 7, 


and Current carries them; anſwering the Apoſtles De- 
leription of wandering Stars and Meteors, without any 
certain Motion, hurried about with Tempeſts bred of the 
Exhalations of their own Pride and Self-wittedneſs 2 
$2 a | 1 OY - a . 
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--whoſe Damnation fleepeth not, and to whom the Miſt of 


Darkneſs is reſerved for ever, that they may ſuffer irrepa- 
rable Shipwreck upon the Sands and Rocks of theic own 


Errors. Non Seneſcit Veritas former Truths are not 
grown ſuperannuate and ſapleſs, nor altogether antiqua- 


ted, or out of Remembrance, any more than the cxtraor- 


dinary Interpoſitions and Providences of God Almighty, 


aforetime ſhewn unto this Nation. It is full Seaſon for 
the ſupreme Ruler of the Univerſe to work his ſovereign 
Work again, and to aſſert his Sovereignty, that we oy 

1 


. fear before him. The Piercing of his Sword ſha 
«© diſcover the 1 houghts of many Hearts, and as he 
hath his Remnant whom he will carefully preſerve, = | 
all devout Chriſtians and true Lovers of the conft tutional 
Rights of this Country, be found among his Elect. —I 
am ſorry to ſay, my Fellow Countrymen, that through 
ſome Kind of Miſrule or other, we are under a moſt dan- 
-gerous Predicament at this Time. That State which. 


permits Errors in Religion, will admit Errors in Policy 


unavoidably; and that P Port ſhall permit irreli - 
gious Errors, will ſuffer the Li 


one Kind or other: I fear too many ſuch Errors and In- 


convenieneies have crept into this State at preſent. When 
the Lord God of Heaven and Earth beholds Chriſtian 
States unſound in their Foundations, illineal in their Su- 


perſtructures, unjuſt in their Adminiſtrations, he kicks 
them in Pieces with the Foot of his Indignation. Woe 


to thee that ſpoileſt, and thou waſt not Tpoiled ; and 
_ © dealeſt treacherouſly, and they dealt not treacherouſly 
„ with thee. Your Spoil ſhalt be gathered like the Ga- 
© thering of the Caterpillar; the Valiant ſhall ery 


„ without; the Ambaſſadors of Peace ſhall weep bit- 
<< terly ; Bafhan and Carme! ſhall ſhake off their Fruits; 


ye ſhall conceive Chaff; ye ſhall bring forth Stubble.” 
But when religious Stateſmen build by the Level and 
Plummet of God's Wiſdom, the People may fay, as 


his Servants did of old, „ Look upon Zion, the C ity of 


_ *« your Solemnities, your Eyes ſhall (ee it a quiet Habita- . 
es tion, a. Tabernacle that ſhall not be taken down; not 


one of the Stakes thereof ſhall ever be removed; neither 
JJC PORT 0 LI ads. © 


ſs of. ſo much Liberty in 
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Can we hope to. look on ſuch A City in this diſtracted 


Country? Alas my Brethren, I believe we want a tho- 
rough 1 indeed! When rotten States have been 
well and ſtoutly mended from the Upper Leather to the : 
Nether Sole; Proportions duly admeaſured, and Juſtice : z 


juſtly diſpenſed, then ſhall Rulers and Subjects have Peace 
with God and themſelves :. But till then, the gayeſt King- 
doms are little better than removing and commoving Ho- 
vpvels ! Such a Zion as above deſcribed, peradventure will 
ſooner ariſe on the other Side of the Atlantick than in 
dur now unfortunate Country, over which the Line of 
Confuſion ſeems to be ſtretched out, and long Furrows 
made on the Back of its Inhabitants, apparently inten- 
ing their Ruin to the very utmoſt, and to over-run the 
Land with croaking Frogs, to bring amongſt us the wild 
- Beaſt of the Deſert to meet with the wild Beaſts of the 
Ifland, the Satyr to cry to his Fellow, the Screech Owl 


and the Great Owl to lay and hatch, and the Vultures 
with their Mates But Znglihmen, [ conjure. you to love 
Old England with your Hearts, and preſerve it by your 
Valout : Stand your Ground, ye Eleazars, and Sbhammabs; 
ſtir not a Foot, while you have Half a Foot of Ground 
to ſtand upon; ſtem. the Torrent as long as ye are abe, 
and when ye can no longer withſtand it, be aſſured that 
if God calls you into a Wilderneſs, he will be no Wil- 
daerneſs to you, Fer. ii. 31. Witness his large Beneficence 
to our virtuous Brethren in North- America. 
I hall now. preſume to ſay a few Words to the King 
with Reſpect-to the American War, and ſome other inte- 
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Ir was a cardinal Truth which Cardinal Pole ſpake to 
King Henry the Eighth, . Penes Reges oft: inferre Bellum, 
« Penes autem Deum terminare,”” —If Kings will make 
their Beginnings, God will make his Ends. Your Ma- 

Jelly wult know whether you received the Petition men- 


A $4 + 3 ts ti * | 
4X * 3 5 ve * 4" * 1 U * 2 * * by E - 
4 * 


Lo 
— 


by we ef ON us neo gt 1 fe b e een A . Load * * runs 
* 4 * * 5 8 


* 


# v te. TIF * 
* » = 
io ( . 3 4 E 55 * 


» . . © 


3 Th 3 BY Oe „%% nes oe 5 MT, 390 2 ar eee 4 * 
Toned in the former Part of this Tract, or not: You muſt 


alſo know who adviſed you to flight or take no Notice of 
that dutiful Petition, and what were the Motives for ſo 


doing... The following Sayings are to be met with 
amongſt our old Engliſßß Adages, vis. ** They who ſcrew 
<< up the Pins of Power too high, will break the Strings 
of the common Wealth ;*” and, That Prince, who; 
„ upon every, Commotion of the Subject, ruſheth pre- 
* ently into open War, is like him who ſets his own 


_ «© Hauſe on Fire, to roaſt his Eggs.” Who would have 
thought at the auſpicious Beginning of your Majeſty's 


Reign, that ever Majeſtas imperii would have challenged 
Selus Populi into the Field in the Plains of North America; 
the one fighting for Prerogative, the other for Liberty? 
"Whatever was before the Records of Time, and of our 


"Engliſh Hiſtory, IJ leave to better Antiquarians than my- 
ſelf to elucidate; but I do not recollect it to have been 


ſtoried, that Salus Populi ever began with Majgſtas Imperii, 


' unlefs Majeſtas imperii firſt unharboured it, and hunted it 


| to a Stand, and then it muſt either]:urn Head and live; or, 
turn Tail and die. Preces et Lachrymæ, are the firſt Wea- 


pons to be uſed in ſuch Quarrels; Prayers and Tears are 
good Weapens for them that have nothing but Knees and 
Eyes; but moſt Men are born with Teeth and Nails; 
only they muſt neither ſcraich for Liberties, nor bite 


Prerogratives, *till they have wept and prayed as God 


would have them: Your Majeſty's American Subjects ſay, 


They have penitently, piouſly, and fervently done ſo; 
and as a Proof of their 'dutiful Attachment to your 
Majeſty, and good Will to this Country, refer to their 

Petition of the firſt of September, 1775, before men- 

tioned. Far better were it for your Majeſty to make 

an End of this War in Time, than put the God of Truth 


to make ſuch an End of a Controverſy as is mentioned in 


1 Sam. iii. Though Samuel is ſaid there not to have then 


known the Lord, neither was the Word of the Lord at 


that Time revealed unto bim; the Divine Being ſingled 

bim out to confirm a notable Prophecy againſt the Bouſe 
_ of Eli, who was then the High Prieſt and Ruler over the 
- Tfaclites. ** Behold I will 9 Thing in Hail, at which 
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4 both the Ears of every one that heareth it ſhall tingle: 
es In that Day I will perſorm againſt Eli all Things which I 
=_. e have ſpoen concerning his Houſe,” and, when I 
4 ee begin, I will alſo make an End.“ Did I chooſe him 

(laid the Lord) out of all the Tribes of J/ae!, to be 

© my Prieſt, to offer upon mine Altat, to burn Incenſe, 
eto wear an Ephod before me?” . Your Majeſty need. 
not be told, That God ſuffered his own peculiar People, 
the 72ws, to be under divers Forms or Modes of Govern- 
ment at different Times; as. firſt, under Patriarchs, Ab- 
= __raham, Iſiac, Jacob; then under Captains, A, Foſhua, 
: &c. then under Judges, Othniel,, Ehud, and Gideon; then 
under high Prieſts, Eli, (the Caſe now in Contemplation) - Ml- 
and Samuel; then under Kings, Saul, David and the reſt; 
+ then under Captains and High Prieſts again, as Zerobabe/, 
| Funas Macihabees and his Brethren, until the Government 
Was at laſt taken from them, and they brought under the 
Power of the Romans. One of the Accuſations brought 
againſt Elis Houſe (as we read of in the Second Chap- 
„ter of ſame Book of Samuel] was, their uſing a huge 
three pronged Fork, or Fleſh Hook, to rob the cho- 
_ ſen People of God (ſomething ſimilar to that which 
. your Majeſty's M————rs have uſed to rob the un- 
© fortunate Americans; I mean Fire, Sword, and the re- 
training Acts) and taking that by Force, which they 
might have obtained with Lenity and fair Means: For 
 - theſe and other wicked Practices, the Lord told Eli 

That he would judge his Houſe for ever for the Iniquit 

e zwhich he knew, and becauſe he reſtrained not his Sons, 
and thereupon ſware, That the Iniquity of Z's Houſe 
* ſhouſd not be purged with Sacrifice or Offerings for 

e eyer.“ I am perfuaded from your Majeſty's Character, 

+. as A virtuous, mild munificent Prince, That this unna- 
_ -». tural War now waging in North America, hath proceeded 

from evil Counſellors —111 Counfellors, my Liege, are very. 

ill Gamſters ; for when they ſee their own Stake a loſing, 

they will play away King, Queen, Biſhops, Knights, 
Rooks, Pawns, and all, before they will turn up the Board. 
Though your Majeſty (by ſome effective Laws of this 
Kingdom) can do no Wrong, your Miniſters, . 
Fig ns of ors 


_- 


ors and 3 may, 1 Edi iv. 2 75 Edi iv. REY I Ed. v. 
The Reaſon is, nothing can be done by the King's Grant, 
other Act of his, as to the Subjecks Perſons, 


5 = Lands, or Liberties, but muſt be according to the 


eſtabliſhed Laws; and therefore the M———rs & (who 
ate ſworn to obſerve. them, are to be queſtioned and pu- 


niſhed if any of the Laws be violated, . and no Reflection 
. thrown, on the King. 2 Pars fn/lit. 1 58: And again, the 
Law 8 The Ki a = _—_ 
Ae Repni, Pater Patriæ, Sponſus Regni qui per Anu- 
lum, is Rouſe to his Realm at ng tan; Theſe are 
the Words of the Engliſh Law; 11 Pars Cook's Reps. Mag- 
. dalen Cal. Caſe. Such of our Engliſh Princes ubs wilfully, 


and acrilegiouſly broke this Wedding- Ring, found themſelves ill 


4 Eaſe, till their Subjefts new. ſoldered it, by exatiimg freſh 


_ Charters of Liberties ; whil}} others, more careleſ; i, and Hint, 


and leſi wiſe, loft bath their Crowns and their Lives in thi fo- 
tal Conte. I beg Pardon for this ſhort Digreſſion; but your 


. Majeſty may obſerve by the foregoing Quotation f om 


Scripture, touching the Sins of £7's Houſe, That the Law 
of God admits of no Expiation, no purging by Sacrifice or 
Offerings, where a chief Ruler knows of Iniquity, and 
reſtrains it not. St. Paul expreſſed more true Valour in 
ſaying, I can do Nothing againſt the Truth,” than 
Glue in defying the Armies of Hrael- A thouſand Pities 
- 46.186 your Majeſty ſhould loſe ſo many brave and galant 
Subjects, in a War, where it is greatly to be feared. ſome 
grand Miſtake commands in Chief, If your Maj 

_ muſt needs War, be perſuaded to contend wiſely, 4 


| *Þ and ſteadfaſtly againſt all Errors in Divinity and Po- 


licy: They are 15 curſed Means and wicked Deſperados, 
3 the Pridce of Lies employs with all his Skill and 
Malice, to prevent Truth from entering in, with Grace 
and Peace, to fave forlorn Sinners, and diſtreſſed States 
Vour Majeſty would find it a far cafier Field to wage War 
_ againſt all the Armies of - Europe, than to take up Arms 
. againſt any Truth of God: It hath more Counſel and 


; Strength than all the World beſides, and will certainly 


either gain or ruin, convert, or ſubvert, every one that op- 
oF a it, Eternal and * Truth, muſt and will 


ng can do no Wrong, That he is 
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art ! If your . rs would come [Reis it, it might 


des chem; Fs they turn from it, they forſake their own 


Mercy If they continue any longer to oppoſe it, they 


wil aſh themſelves in Pieces; they cannot go from it, 


Or beſides it But: they are grown to a Heighth of Confi- 
- dence und Preſumption: Deſtruction they practice; it is 
their Work, their End, the Center to which” they have 


| tended—your Majeſty's Mrs in fact, have never 
2 upon a ſound Bottom, but been Hutricd: on — | 
* 5 


eak and fordid Paſſions of Luft, A var 


7, Jea ouſly, Fear, without any ſound Bette Some. 


times they have pretended to have had an 9 
Call, as Phineas, or were like the Iſraelitu, having a Pillar 
of Goud by Day, and Fire by Night; that they weite 
doing great Things, not only for the preſent Generation, 

- but for Poſterity ! But what are all theſe Boaſtings now 


come to ? They have torn a great and flouriſhing Empire 


in Pieces; they have executed Wrath upon their Brethren 
„and F N in North-America, and if your Majeſty does 
not prevent them, we 'will lay defolate their Father's 
Houſe and their own 


-ecutioners ** ria the Rod of my Anger.” Have they 


Teſtored, healed, faved, comforted any, but their own Col- 


leagues in Repine and W ickedneſs ? No; they have 


plunged your Majeſty, the . e and themſelves, into 405 5 
Pit of Darkneſs and Confuſion— In ſhort, my Cs 1 


they are gone ſo far in diſſolving the Foundations of 
vernment, that they have impiouſly come to him who up- 


holds the Pillars of the Earth, thinking to blind and de- 


-ceive the Almighty, as eafily as they have deceived your 
Majeſt oy they have digged thorough the Walls of Fleſh 
and 


ſcienee guided by the Wiſdom and Power of God, ſcorns 


ſuch baſe and unworthy Ways as your Rervants have 


walked in—Indeed they have made a great Shew of Wiſ- 


_ "dom as if they would cut the very Hair ef Juſtice, and go 
away more exact than all that rave gone before them; 
dut A 18 have ä their vain Words, their 

| ſwelling „ 


ountry— Their Glory is to be Ex- 


en, and broken down the great Partition Wall! 
But the Lord is in theſe broken and deſpiſed Ordinances of 
his, and ſenſible of ever 1 Blow that is given them. A Con- 


< 17 ) 9 
| 8 Words, to. juſtify. themſelves, it is bug ide len e 
of an Harlot, and every one mult ſee, they have done No- 
thing mare, than, “ dacken Counſel, without Knowledge” 
: — 4 is the calieſt Thing in the World to find out Ways 15 
ok Ruin, but hard to find out Ways of Peace, Are they 
provided with an Anſwer at the Great Tribunal for the 
 Deffruction-of ſo. many thouſand Liv ner have been al- 
ready. ſacrificed. in the American War ? | They will have a 
tremendous. Account to ſettle: There is = Voice of 
Broth er. od: the Blood of Abel cries for Revenge and 
Ts ee they. troubled: for their Sins? No: Think 
_ they toſs 2 righteous Judgments of God? 
1 not! They are running farthet into it: Nay, the only Uſe 
- they meant to make of the. Advantages expected to have 
been obtained by your Majeſty's. brave Troops in Narth- 
America, was to have had Opportunities of doing more 
and more. Miſchief; if they meant any Thing elſe, they "OY 
would have ſent ſuch full, explicit and equitable Inftruc- + 
tions over to that Country, by your Majeſty's. Commiſ- | 
ſioners, as might have inſured Succeſs. Your Majeſty al- 
ready is, and are likely to be the greateſt Sufferer in the 
Event of this unhappy War; you have loſt your Colonies, 
| your Subjects, your Revenue ;——and may loſe, mote 
ö how: is proper to be ſurmiſed” here; whilit your Majeſty's 
lundering M-——rs, thrive, increaſe in Wealth, and 
2 Hive better than ever In their turning now, they turn not 5 
" 220 unto God; for God ſays to them, You do not at all faſt «—« 


unto me, but you are an empty Vine, bringing forth Fruit 
de nly to yourſelves: They turn not from the Iniquity of their 
= Ways, from, theit Hypocriſy, but from a vain Propoſal of 
Good, to acting downright Evil. It is like Ears Fears, 
Saul s ſacrificing, or Iſrael's offering up the firſt born of their 
Bodies] Poor blinded Men, when they ſeek. to ſatisfy | 
God, run into more Wickedneſs againſt him. This 
curſed Giddineſs of Fleſh to do Evil, and then think they 
| do God acceptable Service; is the ripe Fruit of Apoſtacy; _ 
to he left to themſelves, that which Way ſoever they 7 1 
they commit Iniquity and not able to practize the Trut "I - | 
They are in this, the greateſt Example of God's Juſtice, 1 
N Ages hath am Thee are furely 
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| 1 * : 
"thee Jaſty" and perilous Times mentioned, 2 Ti Fi. gd; 
2 amongſt others, the People there ſpoken of; Lovers 
of themſelves, &c. That is their fandimettal Law, 
and the Ground of their Preſent eng bf Fi rom ſuch 
"(my Leige) turn away. "+ > 
Give me leave now to ſpeak a Word or W withiRe- 2 
| pea to the Treatment of the American Priſoners. o 
all Men, yet, what your Majeſty's Mrs have made an 
Argument of Severity and Juſtice, "hath been an Argu- 


ment of Mer Noble Enemies require no but 8 
to get their Enemies i into their Power; then they mew 
Mete. —Tis Elifha's Reaſon concerning the Syrians, 


ouldeſt thou :ſmite them that thou haſt wed _— = 
1 "66 tive with the Sword and che Bow?“ e Set Bread be... 
«© fore them that they may eat, and return home.“ All 
noble Creatures, both Man and Beaſt, have this Part of 
the Ma jeſty of God in them, 1 ſpare thiſe they baue ſub- 
-dued Only Devils get into their Hands, that they may 
"torment ; but they that go upon ſuch Grounds as your 
M——rs have done, to ſatisfy an angry Deity," and quiet 
2 guilty Conſcience, will always be bloody and' cruel. 
Oh] my Prince, depart from the Tents of theſe wicked 
Men, or rather, make them depart from you; drive ſs Bp 
out of your Preſence for ever, Jeſt they lead your Ma; ; 
into Temptation; and then, as the Tempter did nA 5 
to our ſirit Parents, endeavour utterly to deſtroy. 0 
":conclude : Your Majeſty's Subjects in general are fo fully 
convinced of the Injuſtice of the American War, and Pe A 
likewiſe of the ruinous Meaſures which your Mrs 
have been purſuing, that it is apprehended very few con- 
ientious and intelligent Perſons will celebrate the ap- 
proaching Faſt upon the Principles it has been recom- 
wmended; and ſuch of them who do go to Church on the 
= . 7 to voy” in the er aner: 1 


9 Prayer far the Faſt Day. 
5 | = e powerful and glorious Lord God, that ruleſ | 
and commandeſt ail Things; thou ſitteſt in the 


. B 3s, tains TMs on ee 1 85 * a : 


e (refs to thy Divine Majeſty in this Time of our great 
| & Neceffity, We acknowledge, O heavenly Father! 
thy exceeding great Bleſſings heretofore beſtowed upon 
4 yg; we confeſs that we have been long ſafe, and did fee 
Things quiet and flouriſhing about us, till a Set 
„ evil Counſellors, ſurrounding the Palace of our 


& gfacious King, wickedly endeavoured (contrary to thy 


8c ſacred Laws, which are all Peace, Love, Union, and 


« foß ; general Good) to make themſelves abſolute in 


cc this\Gountry ; and the more eg be carry thoſe 


& their wicked Deſigns into Execution, 
<« into a cruel and bloody War with our Brethren and 


< Fellow Subjects in North-America. Give us Grace 


ce ſeriouſly to lay to Heart the great Dangers we are ex 


4 poſed unto, as well by this unjuſt War, as by our own 


ac unhappy Diviſions : Thy Paths, O Lord, are unſearch- 


. able, and thou haſt many Ways of puniſhing a ſinful 


„People. We thy unworthy Servants here aſſembled 


 CChefare thee, do, in Behalf of ourſelves, and other the 


7 [4 


* People of England, humbly confeſs that our erying 
__ «Sing and- manifold Tranſgreſſions, have july and 
_____ rig reonfly drawn down — 
«upon us. Turn thou us, O God our Saviour, and 
4 jet thine Anger ceaſe from us: But, O gracious God, 
„ hen thou makeſt Inquiſition for „lay not the 
„ Guilt of the innocent Blood that hath been ſhed in this 
« unjuſt War; lay it not, O Lord! upon us, or to the 
« Charge of the People at large; nor let it ever be re- 
w. of us, or our Poſterity, Thoſe whom thow - 
« wilt puniſh, thou wilt puniſh ; but do thou, O moſt 
„ merciful Father, take away the Wicked from before the 
King, that his Throne may be eſtabliſhed in Righte- 


udgements 


cc qui 


4 ouſneſs, and ſo that we thy Servants who have no 


in this Blood may be delivered from our Enemies, and 
c live together to ſerve thee, and plority thy holy Name, 
all the Days of our Life.” If 
you. go to Chapel on the 13th of December, would pray 
to the ſame Effect, who knows but that the God of 
Mercy and Peace may hear our Prayers, and deliver us 
from the impending Dangers that now threaten both your 


Majeſty, and your People! Amen. Amen, 
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our Majeſty, when  . 
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